
Presidentôs Message July 2026  

July marks the beginning of a new Garden Club year.  It is wonderful to know 

that we have members who are taking roles in the club so we can continue with 

our educational and fundraising efforts.  First event is Trash to Treasures: be 

sure to bring your fabulous items in need of ñre-homingò along with small de-

nomination cash or checks.  I am still enjoying items I won the past couple of 

years. 

While I love my yard this time of year and get great pleasure from the veggies I 

am growing,  I fear that this is the last year I will try to grow full-size tomatoes.  

The critters (likely rats) are getting to them first, even while green.  Seems that 

the small, cherry-size tomatoes are usually not bothered so that will be next 

yearôs crop.  Guess Iôll head to the Ecology Center for my fresh tomatoes this 

summer (and maybe learn how they deal with critters). My best crop has been 

Marvel of Venice beans ï a romano-style bean ï think wide, flat, yellow 

ñgreenò bean that is about 10ò long!  They are beautiful and have a lovely, but-

tery taste. 

I encourage you to enjoy your garden this month and continue to support our 

club with your time, presence and funds.  Happy Summer to all! 



Opportunity Awaits!  

There is 1 one-year term Advisory position on the Board available starting in 

July.  This is a way to be more involved in and aware of Club activities.  In 

this role, you attend monthly board meetings (typically the second Monday 

morning of the month) and participate in the discussions and plans (and 

join those of us who lunch afterwards).  This is a way to have influence and 

input without responsibility ï all the fun parts!  If you are interested or just 

want to learn more, contact Shelly or any board member this month. 

Upcoming Events  

 

July 20ð10 am 

Trash to Treasure Sale 

 

 

 

August 17, 5:30 pm 

August FUNdraiser 

 

 

 

September 21ð10 am 

Meeting and Speaker: Chris LoboðLocal Wines 



Membership News  

SJC Garden Club ó26-ó27 DUES due now! 

Donôt miss out on all the interesting informative garden-related speakers, 

outings to places you would not see on your own and all the fun events-

holiday brunch, August party and group lunch after each meeting. 

Your annual dues are $65 for our calendar year, July 1 ï June 30.  Mail 

your check payable to ñSJC Garden Clubò to send to the address below or 

bring to the ñTrash to Treasurers ñmeeting, July 20  

  Attn: Lou Heimann, Membership 

 SJC Garden Club 

 32158 Camino Capistrano,  

 Suite A, PMB 120 

 SJC, CA 92675 

 

 

 

 

Meet our newest member 
Jane Schwanbeck came as a guest of Cathy Reed to our June meeting and 

joined that day. Please introduce yourself and make her feel welcomed.  

Jane enjoys gardening, golf and camping.  She recently retired from teach-

ing. Born in Floriade and moved to in California in 1972, she has lived in 

Lake Forest and San Juan.  Jane says she has been married a very, long 

time and has two sons, one lives in San Diego and the other San Francisco. 

Both are nice places to visit.  Welcome to the club, Jane. 

 
          Lou Heimann, Membership Chairman 



 

Trash 2 Treasure  

The July 20th meeting for the garden club will be a fun filled event for all, ñTrash to Treas-

uresò is what we call it, and for those new to the club, let me explain a bit:  For this meet-

ing we are asking you to look into your garden sheds, linen closets, tool boxes, and nooks 

and crannies, to find items you would like to donate for us to auction off.  Suggested items 

include, garden gently-used garden tools, gloves, vases, books, or any potted plants that no 

longer work for you.  Garden art of any kind. Some people bring in half-bags of orchid fer-

tilizer and potting bark if they have given up on orchids.  Tablecloths in good condition 

that would work on an outdoor table, or just be creative, as you spring clean around the 

house.  We say "garden-related,ò as people have on occasion brought in an oil painting of 

flowers, or beautiful bowls suitable for serving dinner on the patio.  PLEASE ï if you 

wouldnôt give it to your best friend ï leave it at home.  Remember that fellow 

club members will have to dispose of unsold items. 

 

On the day of the auction, bring your items to the meeting room by 9:30 so we can arrange 

the items for auction, and give you time to look at the other items up close before the auc-

tion begins.  Numbered bidding paddles will be given so we can track the sales to you.  

Bring cash in small bills so our treasurer can quickly close out at the end of the meeting. 

 

Itôs a very fun meeting; you never know what great finds you will be taking home at the 

end of the day.  ALL proceeds go to the clubôs scholarship fund for community garden-

related sponsorships. 

 

Contact Pat Martin at 949-

584-0436 or pmartintrav-

els@gmail.com if you have 

questions  
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ITôS BBQ TIMEðBaby Back Ribs, Chicken, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, Surprise Dessert 

To reserve tables of 8 (only): Checks must be sent together 

Sign-up at July meeting or mail check(s) to: SJC Garden Club,  

32158 Camino Capistrano, Ste A PNB 120, SJC, CA 92675 



 

andrew@stroscher.com  

 

June Speaker  

Thanks to Kathy Rowley  

for all these great pics 

mailto:andrew@stroscher.com


Thanks to Kathy Rowley  

for all these great pics 

Stem Senders  
HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!  The Stem Sender Elves were busy making gifts for our Seniors!!! 

It was a fun day for all.  Our delivery to Atria was quite wonderful.  The atmosphere was so pat-

riotic and so appreciated, especially by the Veterans.  Lots of excitement and sharing of sto-

ries.  The Seniors have so much to share and we are more than happy to hear all about their ex-

periences and lives.  As usual, we weren't disappointed.  So much fun and so rewarding.  We 

often ask each other who enjoys this more, us or the Seniors? Happy 4th and 250th to all!   



San Juan Summer Nites  

SJC Garden Club goes to San Juan 

Summer Nites 

On June 17th 4 intrepid garden club members 

gathered a pop-up, table cover, banner, decos and 

raffle ticket prizes and joined other local organi-

zations  at the San Juan Summer Nites concert.  It 

was great fun speaking with a lot of fellow garden 

lovers.  15 people asked to be contacted with addi-

tional information about our club.  We gave out 

some bookmarks, club info and candy.  We also 

donated 2 succulent dishes as raffle prizes. 



 

 

Local Photographer 

Great blog and photos 

 

Garden Interests  

Bee, Genus Halictus ï Notice that this bee is covered 
with pollen.  There are more than 200 species of this 
genus.  Thus an exact identification can be difficult.  

https://www.stevekaye.com/natures-pollinators/ 

Want to add some winged wonder to your backyard? Attract butterflies 

with these butterfly gardening ideas and our expert tips on the best plants 

and flowers that attract butterflies. 

Attracting Butterflies 

https://www.birdsandblooms.com/gardening/attracting-butterflies/ 

Native Plants in Containers: Tiny 
Ecosystems on My Front Porch 
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Western Monarch Recovery 
California just bet the farm on a butterfly and the number is fifteen million. The state launched the largest 
Western monarch recovery effort ever, committing to plant fifteen million native milkweed plants along a sin-
gle migration corridor by 2030, because the monarch population has crashed so hard that the entire Pacific 
migration is hanging by a thread. Milkweed is not just food. It is the only plant monarch caterpillars can eat, 
the only place females lay eggs, and the only reason the orange-and-black migration exists at all. California 
looked at the empty groves where millions of monarchs used to winter and decided that habitat restoration at 
scale is the only play left. The corridor runs through the Central Valley and coastal zones where development 
and agriculture have stripped native milkweed to fragments. Fifteen million plants means continuous bloom, 
continuous host availability, and a migration route that actually functions instead of leaving butterflies strand-
ed in pesticide-soaked farmland. Nurseries are scaling up native milkweed propagation. Farmers are being 
paid to plant hedgerows. And the monarchs that find these new stands get a real chance to reproduce, to mi-
grate, to rebuild the population that used to blacken the sky. Other Western states are watching because Cali-
fornia proved that when a species is this close to the edge, you do not plant a garden. You plant a lifeline.  
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